
 

Dear WFF sponsors and friends, 

We apologize for the long delay in sending out a 
newsletter. Our Vice President Elizabeth Burnett was in 
Puri for five months not only to oversee the operation of 
the school but also to purchase property for an English 
medium school! We hope you understand and are as 
excited as we are with these new steps forward! 

 

PRASHANTI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
INAUGURATION 9/9/2009 

Exactly at the auspicious time of 9:00 a.m. on September 
9th, 2009, the children from Prashanti School moved in 
procession down the lane to attend the inauguration 
homa of our new English medium school, Prashanti 
International School.   

 

Over the years it has been our experience that when 
these young children are given a loving environment and 
an opportunity for an education, they just blossom 
beyond our wildest expectations. The students, as well as 
WFF board members, recognize how important English 
is for their future. The children are so eager to 
communicate in English with their aunties and uncles! 
Because of this need, it has been our dream to provide 
them with an English medium school. Otherwise, the  
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opportunity to really speak English would never be 
available to them.  

As wild as this dream has seemed, it came to fruition this 
past summer! An amazing opportunity presented itself to 
us. A property adjacent to our playground was 
generously offered to us at less than half of the appraised 
value. The property consists of 1 and ½ acres with four 
buildings included. Three of these buildings are in good 
condition. Only the fourth building needs to be 
completed. We are planning to open the school in April 
of 2010, after all the repair work is completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our main concern is to provide the best education 
possible for our children. In addition, children of the 
local community will be able to attend this school since 
there is no English medium school in this area. 
Hopefully, the school fees of these outside students will 
also help us to meet expenses for teacher salaries and for 
the day to day upkeep of the school.  

To make this dream a reality, it was necessary to take 
out a short-term loan.  Now we are in a position 
where we need your immediate help to pay off this 
loan of $35,000.  We are hoping for another miracle.  



Every little bit helps. If you would like to send a 
donation for the school purchase, make certain you 
note in the memo “For Prashanti International 
School.” For more information, contact our President 
Therese Hartmann at (805) 646-7399. 

 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

In July, 2009, three of our sponsors visited the school in 
Puri.  We would like to share their experiences with you. 

"My time with the children at our school in Puri in July 
of 2009 was just wonderful!  I remember so vividly their 
beautiful eyes, bright with anticipation and joy, patiently 
waiting for sponsors to come, visit and spend time with 
them.  This was my second visit. It was so rewarding, 
just to let them know again how loved and cared-for they 
are.  Myself and two other visiting sponsors were 
whisked from the Bhubaneshwar airport, first to our 
hotel (after trying to navigate the crowds and ‘blocked-
off streets’ during one of the holiest festival days of the 
year in Puri!) and then to the school where the children 
and staff were awaiting our arrival with flower garlands, 
bright smiles and Namaskars.  After the children had 
their supper that evening, we all met together, with each 
child and staff member of our school being introduced to 
us personally. We had a brief time to speak to each and 
every one of them about their studies, future goals and 
special interests.    

The next day we went to the school early in the morning 
to inaugurate the new computer lab.  The pundit 
performed a sacred puja, (ceremony) to bless the 
opening of this important new classroom. It will serve as 
a wonderful learning opportunity to offer our students a 
proper education on computers.   

So with our school’s director and our new computer 
instructor present, the 
ribbon was cut to open the 

door of the computer lab to 
students who are currently 

qualified for computer training.  Small gifts were 
presented to all the children assembled, and the 
celebrating began!  

We were then able to take nine of the children on a taxi 
ride for snacks and then to the beach, where they played 
in the surf and had chances for a camel and pony rides.  
In the evening, while sitting with the children in their 

prayer hall, listening to them sing so sweetly, I felt so 
much joy for this opportunity to serve 
with love, these wonderful beings so 
pure of heart.  I carry with me always 
the honor of being a part of this 
wonderful school and a part of WFF. 
How satisfying it is to help in giving 
a good life to these children and to 
other children in need all over the 

world! "  

Wendy Lee Swoboda, Secretary, World Family 
Foundation 

 

"Our trip to Prashanti School is one that will ever remain 
dear to my heart.  I had wanted to visit the school and 
the children for so many years, and finally this year it 
worked out perfectly.  One of my most memorable 
experiences was taking nine of the children to the beach.  

From an educator’s perspective I know how essential it 
is to give children as many different experiences as 
possible to enhance their academic base for applying 
experiences to learning.  I was very touched by the fact 
that most of the children lived so close to the beach but 
had never seen the ocean or a beach. It was so gratifying 
to watch their faces light up as they waded and splashed 
in the cool waters, and sink their feet in the sand. Even 
more exciting to me was the fact that all of them now 
have a direct reference to what an ocean is and what a 
beach smells, feels and looks like!   

We were able to find a somewhat reluctant camel named 
Kali, who half-heartedly conceded to letting each of us 
take a ride on her. It was my first camel ride as well!  
Each child held on tightly as they bumped up and down 

the beach.  Getting off 
Kali was another 
adventure.  Kali had to get 
down on her knees with 

great difficulty in order for the 
children to slip off onto the 
sand.  

Soon after our camel rides we were able to hire a well-
fed Palomino pony for short rides on the beach.  Again 
the children beamed from ear to ear as they hung onto 
the pony’s mane for a somewhat smoother ride.   The 
most endearing part of the whole experience was 
witnessing the joy that the children felt and the very 
awestruck expressions on their faces.  



A very short moment in time in all of our lives, but one 
none of us will forget because we all shared a special 
celebration of firsts." 

Megan Bennett, Sponsor, World Family Foundation  

 

"For those who have been to Prashanti, you know the 
special love of these children.  Stepping inside the gate, 
one feels as though she has entered a higher energy 
place.  This was certainly my feeling as I moved through 
the grounds accompanied by many of the children who 
wanted us to see things that were important to them.   

Shortly after our arrival, we attended the 2008-2009 
Awards Ceremony, where the children received rewards 
and certificates for excellence in school activities or 
character building. The next day Elizabeth and we three 
visiting aunties walked a small way to the new property, 
which seemed so perfect for our school.  Several 
buildings are already there, and one near completion. 
The grounds had many types of trees and flowers.  What 
a beautiful and perfect place for the English medium 
school!   

Then it was play time and with two cars, we took our 
assigned children and a few others for sweet drinks at a 
hotel in front of the beach as it was raining.  When the 
rain stopped, the children pointed out the camel and 
horse that were nearby and available for taking rides! So 
we all went to the beach where they rode, played in the 
shallow surf and had a good time.  The children went 
back to Prashanti for dinner, while we three ladies 
changed out of our sandy clothes, ate dinner and got 
ready for the children's evening prayers. This was 
absolutely beautiful with their sweet voices singing 
bhajans, candles lit and the priest performing the 
ceremony. 

Our last morning there, Elizabeth told us that the girls 
had a treat for we three ladies.  We climbed the stairs to 
be greeted with much excitement, henna and alta (a 

special kind of red 
polish applied to feet).  
Here several of the girls 
painted our hands and 
arms in Indian 
tradition.  Mehendi art 
is used for special 

ceremonies such as weddings and spiritual occasions.  
The girls’ art work was beautiful. Flowers, leaves and 

intricate designs were painted on our skin to make us 
look festive.  It took over an hour to be painted and then 
we sat for a while to let it dry.  We got better acquainted 
with some of the older students as our mehendi dried.  
Then we were ushered outside where our hands were 
washed and cleaned up, making the designs perfect.  

As we traveled to other destinations in India, people 
stopped us to admire the Mehendi art! Even Indian ladies 
who must see this all the time thought our designs were 
beautiful.  We had a wonderful memory of our visit to 
the school everywhere we went."    

 Mary E. Dixon, Treasurer, World Family Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE NEWS ABOUT OUR STUDENTS 

On Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday, October 2, 2009, one of 
our students, Tapan Baliarsingh, was 
awarded 3rd prize in a city-wide quiz 
competition on Gandhiji.  The new 
computer lab was available to Tapan for 
research, helping him to win this award! 

 

 

We are happy to announce that all of the eight students 
of Class 10 in this last school year have passed their high 
school final exam.  All students achieving 1st and 2nd 
division marks are eligible to have their college fees paid 
by Prashanti School.  This year’s graduating class 
includes:  

Manorama Jena, 1st division 

Sumant Pandit, 1st division 

Manoj Maharana, 2nd division 

Punam Pandit, 2nd division 

Rasmita (Kumari) Mallick, 2nd division 

Anita (Kandhei) Das, 3rd division 

The computer lab at Prashanti School is now 
up and running!  Many of the students taking 
the computer class are trying to e-mail you, 
their aunties and uncles, and send you e-mail 
greeting cards! Please open any e-mail from 
prashantipreschool@hotmail.com. If you are 
interested in receiving more e-mails from 
your child, please inform us immediately of 
any changes in your e-mail address.  Send 
changes to: info@worldfamlyfnd.org   Thank 
you! 



Saraswati Das, 3rd division 

Milan Das, 3rd division 

Five of this year’s graduates will be pursuing a higher 
education. Three from this group include: Manorama, 
Punam and Rasmita who will be the first young women 
from our Prashanti School to attend college. 
Congratulations and best wishes to all the graduates! 

 

Most of these students come from families where no one 
has completed more than the 7th or 8th standard.  When 
Manorama was coming to her village on the day results 
were declared, all the villagers were clapping and 
cheering for her.  She was the only 10th class student 
from the whole village of over 5,000 residents to get 1st 
division on this final exam.  We are also delighted to tell 
you that in the 9 ½ years of our existence, no student in 
Prashanti School has ever failed his high school 
matriculation exam.  The credit goes to the sincerity of 
our teaching staff and the loving support and 
encouragement given by you, their aunties and uncles, 
who know the extreme importance of a good education. 

This summer we at Prashanti School were privileged to 
witness one of God’s many miracles with these children. 
In the West we take good health for granted.  But in the 
villages where these children come from, the struggle 
between life and death is a daily battle. The older sister 
of our twin boys Birabar and Biprabar Samantasinghara 
had become very ill. Sabita Samantasinghara, who lives 
in a nearby village, was brought to the Puri hospital in a 
coma.  The doctor gave her only twenty-four hours to 
live and it appeared that she had permanent brain 
damage.  As a last hope, Prashanti School gave money to 
send her to Cuttack Medical Hospital.  The children and 
staff fervently prayed for her every evening at the           
regularly established prayer time. Just before leaving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India in October, Elizabeth again visited her in the 
hospital.  She was now alert and walking, a beautiful 
young girl again. However she had a very large bedsore 
from lying in bed for months.  It will now require skin 
grafts, but her life had been spared! We ask you all to 
pray for her complete and total recovery. 

Some of the other children are also in need of special 
prayers. Biprabar Samathasinghara, age 15, is being 
treated for chronic infections. Siba Behera, age 12, is 
being treated for epilepsy and in recent months the 
seizures have been increasing in frequency and intensity. 
The mother of Rasmita (Manju) Biswal is in Cuttack 
Medical Hospital with a critical heart condition. 
Rasmita’s father is disabled from Hansen’s disease and 
is unable to care for the family. The mother of Dolly and 
Milly Senapati, who was already suffering from the 
effects of polio, was accidently struck by an auto 
rickshaw two months ago. Her recovery is very slow. 

 

All the children of Prashanti School think of you, their 
sponsors, as family. It is impossible to describe how 
much your letters, photos and e-mails mean to them. 
They never feel that you are worlds away. They talk 
about you every day and eagerly await your letters and 
e-mails. We, as board members of the World Family, 
pray that you will have the chance, at least once, to visit 
the school and experience the joy of the children and the 
love they feel for you. 

 

Namaskar and Thanks,  

Therese Hartmann, President, World Family Foundation 

Elizabeth Burnett, Vice-President, World Family 
Foundation    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


